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The Quest for Immortality in the Epic of Gilgamesh
Overview 
The story begins in a place called Mesopotamia. The epic of Gilgamesh is an adventurous story with many interesting parts. The story talks of the Sumerian Gilgamesh, who was a king in Uruk adjacent to the Euphrates River, which is near the Persian Gulf. The story was discovered many years ago in the year 1853. This is about four thousand years ago (Puchner et al., 2018). The following is an overview of the story whereby we first get to understand the story behind the epic of Gilgamesh. Two-thirds of Gilgamesh was a god, while one-third of him is a man. In this story, Gilgamesh is described as energetic, wise, and very beautiful. He built solid walls that surrounded his city. In the epic, Gilgamesh is seen as a dictator king who would force his subjects to do whatever he wanted. He also raped women whom he admired; for instance, one was the wife of one of his warriors, and the other was the daughter of one of his noblemen. He oppressed his subjects by the introduction of forced labor to them while his subjects cried earnestly and prayed to their gods. The gods heard them and created a wild man named Enkidu, just as Gilgamesh, who would keep him in check. Both became great friends, but Enkidu dies due to an illness caused by the gods. Enkidu's death heartbreaks Gilgamesh who enters into a moment of mourning by exchanging his king's clothes and wearing animal skin. Gilgamesh is worried about death as witnessed by his friend, and he decides to set off to the wilderness to find Utnapishtim, who had been granted eternal life after the floods. Utnapishtim is referred to as the Mesopotamian Noah, and Gilgamesh hopes to see him so that he can advise him on how to do so that he can avoid death too. A lot happens during his journey, but he overcomes and finally gets to meet Utnapishtim. Gilgamesh decides to ask if Utnapishtim would allow him to live forever, but Utnapishtim challenges him by asking him to stay awake for seven nights and six days. Gilgamesh fails the tests as he cannot stay awake for one week.
Utnapishtim asks Gilgamesh to be clean and dress himself up and return Uruk his hometown. Utnapishtim's wife tries to talk to him so as he can tell Gilgamesh the secret that restores one into youth, and he finally agrees. Gilgamesh finds the secret plant and returns home with it, but on his way back home, he falls asleep, and a snake takes the plant away from him. Gilgamesh is able to see the snake slithering away shedding off its skin but he cannot help it. Gilgamesh returns to Uruk with nothing, but he is pleased that he has reconciled with his mortality (Puchner et al., 2018). Gilgamesh also realizes that he cannot live forever, but only humankind will live forever. The story has many exciting themes that can teach us life lessons that are very significant to us and future generations. These themes are love and friendship, god's wrath, responsibility, and baptism, among others. The main central theme in this story is the search for immortality. 
Gilgamesh quest for immortality
Can you imagine working so hard in your life to achieve something? Can you also believe losing what you have worked for too long in a minute as you watch everything fall apart? This is what happened to Gilgamesh in his quest for immortality. Several factors drive his search for immortality. First, he is driven by the fear of death. Gilgamesh fears that he is going to die just as his friend died. This makes him beat all odds to search for immortality. He feels like he is not ready to die like his friend Enkidu. Secondly, the death of his friend Enkidu scares and traumatizes him making him fear to face death. This even makes him mourn his friend wearing animal skins instead of his kingly garments (Seudin, 2017). 
In his journey to the quest for immortality, he is faced with a lot of challenges and warnings from different people, but he does not listen to them as he is so determined to find Utnapishtim. From the story, Utnapishtim was the only person who had been granted eternal life after the floods occurred. Gilgamesh is hopeful that Utnapishtim will explain to him how he can avoid death too. Gilgamesh's quest for immortality makes him travel many miles away as he has to go through Mashu Mountain, where he encounters two scorpion monsters that deny him the entry to the Utnapishtim place. After pleading, the scorpions finally allow him to pass, and thus he continues with the journey.
[bookmark: _GoBack]His quest for immortality makes him travel through complete darkness. From the story, we can see how Gilgamesh goes without resting, and he is so exhausted. Gilgamesh also tries to ignore how his body feels as he also lacks to sleep and rest. Due to this journey, Gilgamesh is almost at a point of death. After a long tiring journey, Gilgamesh finds a beautiful garden by the sea where he meets Siduri, who is a tavern keeper. He tells her about his quest for immortality, and she dismisses his idea saying that he should be satisfied with whatever he has and that his efforts are futile. She finally gives in and takes him to Urshanabi, who is a ferryman who ferries him through the waters to Utnapishtim. On arrival, Gilgamesh is given the story of the floods by Utnapishtim. This story is meant to make him understand that god decided to destroy humanity through the floods. However, Utnapishtim had been warned by Ea, who was the god of wisdom. He is made to understand that his quest for immortality is futile since, as a creation, one has to die at one point in life and that there is a condition from the gods (Seudin, 2017).

Utnapishtim was a kind-hearted person and explained to him that his quest for immortality is not possible, but there was a possibility that he would get his youthfulness back. He would regain his youthfulness by taking a plant that grew in the sea that could restore one youthfulness. This makes him very happy as he knows that he is going to regain his youthfulness. He finds this great secret, and he decides to go back home to Uruk with these plants so that he can also share it with the elders in Uruk. On his journey back, he is relaxed and decided to rest, and the snake snatches him the plant, and his youthfulness is gone forever.
Gilgamesh's journey to quest for immortality is vital to him in various ways. Through his difficult journey, he gets to learn a lot. It’s not only a journey to quest for immortality but also a journey of self-discovery. Gilgamesh concludes his journey to quest for immortality by returning to Uruk. He learns that there is so much more to the quality of life rather than wealth, power, and fame. He now realizes that the quality of life is measured by the kind of life he spent with others and how he treated them (Seudin, 2017). In as much as he does not get immortal life, he achieves what is the most important, living a mortal being. He should have lived a normal life like the others after Enkidu's death. 
After Gilgamesh returns home, he writes on the walls about his journey to search for immortality. He now comes to an understanding that Uruk was his city and that he should rule well to leave a great legacy. He is now able to live and love others equally. From this story, Gilgamesh's journey in the quest for immortality is a representation of his struggles internally to become a better person. We can learn a lot from this main these, in that we get to learn that we should value the time we spend with others. We also learn that our selfish desires should never drive us, and we should always appreciate what we have. This epic story is essential to us as we get to understand that we should enjoy every moment we live. Conclusively, the epic of Gilgamesh should be passed on from generation to generation as we know the impact of this story.
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